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AVENDMENT TO THE CHARTER OF THE
HEALTH SERVI CES RESEARCH |IN TIAL REVIEW GROUP
(Formerly Health Services Research and
Devel opmental Gants Review Conmittee)
STRUCTURE

Menbers, the Chair, and the Chairs of the Subcommittees (Health
Systens Research, Health Care Quality and Effectiveness sear ch,
Health Care Technology and Decision Sciences, Health Research
Dissemnation and Inplenmentation, and Health Care Research
Training) shall be selected by the Admnistrator, AHCPR or
designee, from authorities know edgeable in the various
disciplines and fields relating to the various disciplines and
fields described in the FUNCTION section.

Menbers shall be invited to serve for overlapping terms of up to
four years; the termfor a nenber who is to serve as Chair may
include a fifth year.

As necessary, standing and ad hoc Subconmttees of the Initial
Review G oup, conposed of nenbers from the parent conmttee, may
be established to perform specific functions within the Initial
Review Goup's jurisdiction. The Departnent Conmittee Managenent
Oficer shall be notified upon establishnent of each standing
subcomm ttee and shall be provided information on its nane,

menbership, function, and estimted frequency of neetings.

The Chair of a Subcommttee nay be designated as Chair for the
Initial Review Goup as a whole. Upon approval by the
Subcomm ttee Chair, the advice of the Subconmtteé shall be
considered the advice of the Initial Review G oup.

A menmber of one Subconmittee may serve as a voting nenber of
other Subcommittees when his/her expertise is required and shall
be counted in determning the presence of a quorum

The permanent nenbership of the Initial Review Goup nmay be

suppl emented at any neeting through tenporary nenmbers who,

because of their scientific expertise, are appointed to review

sone or all of the applications considered at that neeting.

Notification to the prospective tenporary menber from the

Desi gnated Federal Oficial that the individual is to attend the

nmeeting shall constitute a tenporary appointment to the conmttee

for purposes of that neeting, and the indivjdual shall have all

the rights and obligations of conmttee nenbership at that

meeting, including the right to vote on recommendations in which

the individual fully participated as a reviewer. Tepporar

menbers will be included in the tracking of reviewers Wit

respect to geographical distribution and ethnic and gender L\

representation to ensure that appropriate balance of nenbers' gq
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perspectives may be maintained. Tenporary nenbers shall not
count toward a “quorum

Managenment and support services shall be provided by the Ofice
of Research Review, Education, and Policy (ORREP), AHCPR

MEETI NGS

The full Initial Review Goup shall meet in plenary session, as
necessary, as called by the Chair, with advance approval of a

government official, who shall approve the agenda. Meetings of
the Subcommttees will be held approximately three times per year
at the call of the Chair, with the advance approval of a
Government official who shall also approve the agenda. A
Government official shall be present at all neetings of the
Initial Review Goup and of the Subcommttees.

Meetings shall be conducted and records of the proceedings kept
as required by applicable laws and Departnental policies.

Meetings of the Commttee and of the Subconmttees shall be open
to the public except as otherwi se determned by the
Adm_nlstrator. Notice of all neetings shall be given to the

publ i c.

At scheduled neetings of the Subconmttees or the Conmmittee as a
whole one half plus one of the appointed nenbers shall constitute
a quorum to conduct official business.

No nmenber may be present during that portion of the neeting
during which a (?rant application from his/her own institution is
being consi der ed.

COVPENSATI ON

Menbers shall be paid at the rate of $150 per day, plus per diem
and travel expenses in accordance with Standard Governnent Travel
Regul ati ons. Menbers who are officers or enployees of the United
States shall not receive conpensation for service on the Initial
Review G oup.

ANNUAL COST _ESTI MATE

The estimated annual cost for operating the Initial Review G oup,
i ncluding conpensation and travel expenses for menbers but

excluding staff support is $415,000.

The estimate of annual person-years of staff support required is
ten (10) at an estimated annual cost of $680, 000.
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ESTABLISHMENT DATE
. June 15, 1990
TERMINATION DATE
Continuing

APPROVED
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AVENDED CHARTER

HEALTH SERVI CES RESEARCH | NI TI AL REVI EWGROUP

(formerly Heal t h Servi ces Research and Devel opnental Grants
Review Commttee)

RPURPOSE

The Admi ni strator, Agency for Health Care Policy and Research
(AHCPR), I s charged under Section 902 of the Public Health
Service Act (42 USC 299-299c-6)With the responsibility to
supportresearch, denonstrationprojects, eval uations, training,
and the di ssem nation of information on health care services and
on systens for the delivery of such services. For providing
traininggrantsinthe field of health services research rel ated
to activities authorized in Section 902, the Adm nistrator is
aut hori zed to incl ude pre- and postdoctoral fellowships and

trainingprogranms, younginvestigator awards, and ot her prograns
and activitiesasappropriate.

The Heal th Services Research Initial ReviewGoup (Initial Review
G oup) reviews applications-for grants and cooperative agreenents
for researchrelatingtothe scientific areas relevant to

I ncreasi ng scientific know edge and sol uti ons needed to i nprove
heal th care qual ity and ef fectiveness, enhanci ng patient and
clinicaldeci si onmaki ng, understandi ng the nature and content of
clinicalpractice, andpronotingefficiencyinthe organization

of public and private systens of health care delivery.

AUTHORI TY

42 USC 299¢c-1 Section 922 of PHS Act as anended, requiring

est abl i shment of peer reviewgroups. Thelnitial ReviewGoupis
governed by the provisions of the Federal Advisory Conmttee Act,
as amended (5 U.S. C., Appendi x 2) which sets forth standards for

the formation and use of advi sory comm ttees.

FUNCTI ON

The Initial ReviewG oup shall advise the Adm ni strator, Agency
for Health Care Policy and Research, on the scientific and
technical nerit of applications for grants-in-aidfor research,
researchtraining, orresearch-relatedgrants andcooperative
agreements relating to scientific areas rel evant to the broad
areas of healthservicesresearch, specificallyproblensof cost,
quality, and access in the delivery of health services; the

di ssem nati onandi npl ementati on of researchfindi ngs,
particularly issues with close relevance to health care polic
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Heal t h Servi ces Research I nitial ReviewG oup

makers, providers, and consuners; technol ogy assessnent, the

I nformationsci ences, deci si onsci ences, conmuni cati ons

t echnol ogy, and bi oengi neering as appliedinthe health context;
and t he outcomes of clinical trials or other experinents and
denonstrations designedtotest nore cost-effectiveor efficient
ways of providing heal th services.

The menbers shal | survey, as scientific | eaders, the status of
research and researchtrainingintheir fields.

Asnecessary, the lnitial ReviewG oup and Subconmi ttees shall be
able to call upon special consultants; assenbl e ad hoc wor ki ng

groups; and convene conferences, wor kshops, or ot her activities.

STRUCTURE

Menbers, the Chair, and the Chairs of the Subcommittees (Health
SystensResearch, Health Care Quality and Ef f ecti veness Resear ch,
Heal t h Care Technol ogy and Deci si on Sci ences, and Heal t h Research
Di ssemi nation and | npl enent ation) shall be sel ected by the

Adm ni strator, AHCPR, or desi gnee, fromauthoritiesknow edgeabl e
inthe various disciplines andfields relatingtothe various

di sciplines and fields described in theFUNCTION Section.

Menbers shall be invited to serve for overlapping terns of upto
fouryears; the termfor a member who is to serve as Chair may
includeafifthyear.

Asnecessary, standing and ad hoc Subcommi ttees of the Initial
Revi ewG oup, conposed of nmenbers fromthe parent conm ttee, may
be established to performspecific functionswthinthe Initial
Revi ewG oup' sjurisdiction. The Departnent Committee Management
O ficer shall be notified upon establishnent of each standing
subcommi ttee and shal | be provided informationonits nane,
menbershi p, function, and esti mat ed f requency of meeti ngs.

The Chair of a Subconmm ttee may be designated as Chair for the
Initial ReviewG oup as awhole. Upon approval by the
Subcommi ttee Chair, the advice of the Sugconm' ttee shall be
consi dered the advice of the Initial ReviewG oup.

A nenmber of one Subconmittee may serve as a voting nember of
ot her Subconmi ttees when hi s/ her expertiseis required and shall
be counted i n determ ning the presence of a quorum

The per manent menbership of the Initial Review G oup may be
suppl ement ed at any neeti ng t hrough t enporary menber s who,
because of their scientificexpertise, are appointedtoreview
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Heal t h Servi ces Research Initial ReviewG oup

some or all of the applications-considered at- that neeting.
Notificationtothe prospective-tenporary menber fromthe

Desi gnat ed Federal Oficial that theindividual isto attendthe
meeting shall constitute atenporary appointnent tothe conmttee
for purﬂoses of that meeting, andtheindividual shall have all
the rights and obligations of conm ttee menbership at that
meeting, includingtheright tovote onrecomendati ons i n which
the individual fully participatedas areviewer. Tenporary
menbers wi ||l be included inthe tracking of reviewers with
respect to geographical distribution and ethnic and gender
representationto ensurethat appropriate bal ance of menbers'

perspectives nmay be mai ntai ned.  Tenporary nenbers shal | not
count toward a quorum

Management and support services shall be provided by the Ofice
of Scientific Affairs, AHCPR.

MEETINGS

The full Initial ReviewGoup shall meet in plenary session, as
necessary, as called by the Chair, with advance approval of a
governmentofficial, whoshall approvethe agenda. Meetings of
the Subcommi ttees wi || be hel d approxi mately three tines pér year

at the call of the Chair, wth the advance apﬁroval of a
CGovernnent official who shall al so approve the agenda. A

Governnent of ficial shall be present at all neetings of the
I nitial ReviewG oup and of the Subconm ttees.

Meeti ngs shal |l be conducted and records of the proceedi ngs kept
as required by applicabl el aws and Departnental policies.

Meetings of the Conmttee and of the Subconmittees shall be open
to the public except as otherw se determ ned by the

AdrgI nistrator. Notice of all neetings shall be givento the

publi c.

At schedul ed meetings of the Subcommttees or the Conmittee as a
whol e one hal f plus one of the appoi nted nmenbers shall constitute
a quorumt o conduct official business.

No menber may be present during that portion of the neeting

during whi ch agrant application fromhis/her owninstitutionis
bei ngconsi der ed.

COMPENSATION

Menmbers shall be paid at the rate of $150 per day, plus per diem
and travel expenses in accordance with Standard Government Travel
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Regul ati ons. Menbers who are officers or enpl oyees of the United
States shall not receive conpensation for serviceonthe lnitial
Revi ewG oup.

ANNUAL COST ESTIMATE

The estimat ed annual cost for operating the Initial ReviewG oup,
i ncl udi ng con'tpensat ionandtravel expenses for menbers but
excl udi ng staff support i s $332, 000.

The estimate of annual person-years of staff support requiredis
nine (9) at an esti mat ed annual cost of $612, 000.
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REPORTS

In the event a portion of a meeting is closed to the public, a
report shall be prepared which shall contain as a mininum a |ist
of menmbers and t hei r busi ness addresses, the commttee's
functions,dates, and places of neetings, and a summary Of

comm tteeactivities and recommendati ons made during the fiscal
year. A copy of the report shall be provided to the Departnent

Conmi t t eeManagenent O Ticer.
ESTABLISHMENT DATE

June 15, 1990
TERMINAT | ON DATE

Cont i nui ng

APPROVED

alsblir Aluse)

Dat e VAdminis?rator, AHCPR
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CHARTER
HEALTH SERVICES RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENTAL GRANTS REVIEW COMMITTEE

PURPOSE

The Secretary and, by delegation, the Assistant Secretary for Health are
charged under 42 USC 242b and 242c¢c, Sections 304 and 305 of the Public Health
Service Act, as amended, with the responsibility of awarding research,
evaluation, and demonstration grants. The purpose of the Committee is to
provide peer review of the grant applications submitted to the Agency for
Health Care Policy and Research in accordance with statutory requirements and
to advise the Administrator about potential areas for additional study.

AUTHORITY

42 USC 299c-1, Section 922 of the Public Health Service Act, as amended by
Pub.” L. 101-239. The Committee is governed by provisions of Public Law 92-463
which sets forth standards for the formation and use of advisory committees.

FUNCTION

The Health Services Research and Developmental Grants Review Committee shall
advise the Secretary and make recommendations to the Administrator, Agency for
Health Care Policy and Research, concerning the scientific and technical merit
of health services research grant applications.

Grant applications considered by two Subcommittees of this Committee fall into
two general types. One type of application involves primarily analysis and
the use of statistical, economic, and other theoretical approaches to examine
problems associated with the delivery of health services. The other type of
application 1involves the analysis of data that derive from both large- and
small-scale experiments and demonstrations which are designed to test more
cost-effective or efficient ways to provide health services.

STRUCTURE

The Committee shall consist of forty members, including the Chair, who are not
officers or regular full-time employees of the Federal Government. The Chair
and the members shall be appointed by the Secretary, or designee, from
authorities knowledgeable in fields of research pertaining to the planning,
organization, and evaluation of health services including such disciplines as
biostatistics, economics, epidemiology, health and medical administration,
hospital  administration, nursing, operations research and systems analysis,
political science, sociology, psychology, medicine and computer science.

Two Subcommittees, composed solely of members of the parent Committee, with at
least twenty members each shall provide on behalf of the Committee scientific
and technical review of the two types of research grant proposals for which
the Committee 1is responsible. A Chair and members for each Subcommittee shall
be appointed by the Secretary or designee.
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Members shall be invited to serve for overlapping four-year terms. Members
may serve after the expiration of their terms until their successors have
taken office.

Management and support services shall be provided by the Review and Advisory
Services Program, Agency for Health Care Policy and Research.

MEETINGS

Meetings of the Committee shall be held at the call of the Chair, as
determined to be necessary by a Government official, who shall also approve
the agenda. A Govenment official shall be present at all meetings of the
Committee.

Each Subcommittee shall meet at least three times a year at the call of its
Chair, with the advance approval of a Government official, who shall also
approve the agenda. A Government official shall be present at all

gubcomgittee meetings. Both Subcommittees shall report their findings to the
ommittee.

Meetings of the Committee and of the Subcommittees shall be open to the public
except as determined otherwise by the Secretary. Notice of all meetings shall
be given to the public.

Of the wvoting members of the Subcommittees, seven shall constitute a quorum
for a special meeting to accommodate specifically-announced program
solicitations for vresearch grant proposals. At other scheduled meetings of
the  Subcommittees, or the Committee as a whole, a majority of the voting
members shall constitute a quorum to conduct official business.

No member will be present during that portion of the meeting during which a
grant application from his or her own institution is being considered.

Meetings shall be conducted, and records of the proceedings kept, as required

by applicable laws and Departmental regulations.

COMPENSATION

Members who are not full-time Federal employees shall be paid at the rate of
$150 per day, plus per diem and travel expenses in accordance with Standard
Government Travel Regulations.

ANNUAL  COST _ ESTIMATE

Estimated annual costs for operating the Committee, including compensation and
travel expenses for members but excluding staff support, 1is $130,711. An
estimate of annual man-years of staff support required i1s 4.0, at an estimated
annual cost of $213,641.
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REPORTS

An annual report shall be submitted to the Secretary through the Assistant
Secretary for Health no later than January 31 of each year, which shall
contain, as a minimum, a list of members and their business addresses, the
Committee"s functions, dates and places of its meetings, and a summary of the
Committee™s activities and recommendations made during the fiscal year. A
copy of the reports shall be provided to the Department Committee Management
Officer.

TERMINATION  DATE

Notwithstanding Section 14(a) of the Federal Advisory Committee Act, the
Committee shall continue in existence until otherwise provided by law.

APPROVED

(€ Jore g5

Date l

inton, M.U.
strator

Acting

Agency for Health Care Policy and Research




